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Reflection on Learning Material
The context of the assigned reading and lecture videos seeks to provide insight on the landscape of American structure of power and its influence on democracy. I thought it was important to reference the “Charters of Freedom” because they set the foundation for identifying the land as one nation. Such citations also provide an opportunity to reflect on the logic for their significance now and at the time of their enactment. I think the progress through time allows for the audience to be more critical in their analysis of relevance. The context of each of the documents also informs the public on how to address and approach tyrannical situations in the nation. 
An interesting concept that I found in the lectures is the problems posed that would limit the structure of the American government in the video “Limited Government” as detailed by Thomas E. Patterson. Even with the significance of the Charters of Freedom, there are times when it fails to provide the liberties and democracy that it promises. The lecture mentions and explains why and how such instances occur. However, it intrigues me that there is no clear path to avoid such misappropriation of powers. The lack of definitive steps to counter such movements explains why Trumpism in state legislatures is a threat to liberty and democracy. Travis Waldron provides clarity and detail about such efforts in an article posted on the HuffPost titled “Republican State Legislatures are Radicalizing Against Democracy.”
I think the history of America and her culture are part of the curriculum for long enough that I have grasped the basics. I understand the intention of the framers of each of the three Charters of Freedom, and that informs me on how parties in power seek to revert such standings today. I believe that such information has relevance. However, I do not feel that the information empowers me to do anything against any of the three arms of government should they decide to move against liberty and democracy. 
